Health of His Im mediate F amily 
Weighs Heavily on Sen. Kennedy 


By Stuart Auerbach 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The health of his immedi- 
ate family weighs heavily on 
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy. 

Two of its members— his 
wife Joan and son Edward 
Jr. (Teddy)— have spent a 
good part Of the past year in 
hospitals. 

Mrs. Kennedy left a hospi- 
tal in Capistrano-by-the-Sea, 
Calif., where she is undergo- 
ing treatment for emotional 
problems, to stand by her 
husbend’s side during yes- 
terday’s Boston press con- 
ference. 

Before going to Califor- 
nia, Mrs. Kennedy had been 
self-confidence, she has 
been quoted as saying. 

Her emotional problems 
worsened last November 
when Teddy ,who will be 13 
years old on Thursday, de- 
veloped cancer and had to 
have his right leg ampu- 


tated.“It hit her very hard,” 
a friend said. 

Part of the problem in- 
volved drinking too much, 
although she is not consid- 
ered to be an alcoholic. 

Meanwhile, doctors re- 
ported yesterday that there 
has been no recurrence of 
the cancer that caused Ted- 
dy’s right lg to be amputed 
at the Silver Hill 'Founda- 
tion Hospital in New Ca- 
naan, Conn., which special- 
izes in treating people with 
drinking problems. 

The California hospital 
also treats drinking prob- 
lems, but it uses massive 
doses of vitamins, a treat- 
ment that an American Psy- 
chiatric Association task 
force said does not work. 
Reportedly, Mrs. Kennedy 
decided to go to the Califor- 
nia hospital against the ad- 
vice of doctors who had 
been helping the family. 


She began seeing a psychi- 
atrist in Washington in Jan- 
uary, 1971, to restore her 
just above the knee. Teddy 
has been undergoing treat- 
ment at Boston Children’s 
Hospital every three weeks 
to increase the odds that his 
cancer will not recur and 
spread. , ' 

The treatment -will Tie 
shifted this week to George- 
town University Hospital 
here “as a matter of conven-, 
ience to him and his fami-1 
ly,” said Dr. Philip Caper, a ' 
friend of the family and a 
member of the staff of the 
Senate Health subcommittee's 
that Sen. Kennedy heads. 

“There is no evidence of 
recurrence of the tumor,” i 
said Caper. 

Teddy will meet his ne w 
doctors today for a series of 
tests and check into the hos- 
pital Friday for the week- 

The treatment involves 
giving him massive doses — 
2,000 times the conventional 
dose — of a powerful, anti- 
cancer drug, methotrexate, 
followed by injections of a ; 
form of vitamin B called ci- 1 
trovorum factor, which acts? 
as an antidote and prevents 1 
the side effects of methotre- 
xate. 

At Georgetown, Teddy 
will be under the care of Dr. 
Philip Schein, an associate 
professor of medicine and 
chief of medical oncology at 
the hospital. Schein joined 
the Georgetown staff in' Au- 
gust from the National Can- 
cer Institute, where he had 
experience with the new, 
still experimental, treat- i 

Teddy started the treat- 
ment in March and it is ex- 
pected to go on for another 
17 months. His cancer was 
diagnosed as a condrosar- 
coma — in the tissue that 
produces cartilage next to 
the bone. This gives Teddy a 
far better chance of survial 
than if the cancer was in the 
bone itself. 


